LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
ment of recalling him, but this he had no intention of
doing.
The following day Lord Hardwicke received official
intelligence that the recall of Lord Redesdale had been
decided upon and that George Ponsonby was to succeed
him. This decision was due to the influence of Fox in the
Cabinet, who in a letter to Mr. Ryan, an influential
Roman Catholic merchant of Dublin, said: (18. 2. 1806)
"Measures are actually taken by the removal of Lord
Redesdale, Mr. Foster and others to shew the good
intentions of the Ministry towards your body."1 Pitt
had been convinced that the ardent advocacy of the Roman
Catholic claims by Fox and the Opposition had been
merely adopted as a means of embarrassing the Govern-
ment without any solid basis of conviction, and Lord
Redesdale shared his opinion. Ponsonby's character was
well known. He was a notorious place-hunter, though
adverse to work of any description. Fox had long ago
been informed of his failings, for Grattan, writing to him
at the close of 1803, says: "At the same time, with excel-
lent understanding and fine powers (this is confidential)
Ponsonby is lazy ... he loves his ease, his bed, and is tired
of the Parliamentary battle."2 His laziness seems to have
been excessive, for this failing, so disastrous in one holding
an office where the work is unusually responsible and ardu-
ous, is referred to and condemned by many Irish writers
when dealing with that time. And this was the man
whom a Cabinet professing themselves solicitous for the
welfare of Ireland appointed to supersede one whose
integrity and impartial discharge of his duties had been
acknowledged with gratitude by friend and foe alike, and
1  H. Grattaa (Jnr.), Life and Times of Henry Grattan (1839746), V. 295.
2  Ibid., V. 240.
182